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Welcome to the Political Series 2: Current Issues in Politics.

Be prepared to immerse yourself in various issues related to

politics particularly on democracy and human rights. Have

fun learning and all the best!

Dr Sharifah Syahirah Syed Sheikh
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This Political Series 2 is exploring the current issues related to

political science. This book is designed to discuss various

issues particularly democracy, capitalism, international

regionalism and global governance. Parallel to the title of this

series, this book highlights the United States of America

politics, Middle East politics, China politics, human rights,

environmental issues, economic crisis and security. Hope this

book able to give an overview on the current issues of politics

that shaped the current world order.
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1.1 Definition of Democracy

In a democracy, liberty is to be supposed; for it is commonly held that

no man is free in any government (Aristotle 350BC). It is government

by the people; a form of government in which the supreme power is

vested in the people and exercised by them or by their elected agents

under a free election. A state of society characterized by formal

equality of rights and privileges (Bassiouni, 1998). Three Basic

Paradigms of democracy;

i. The universality or relativity of democracy.

ii. Democracy as a process or a condition

iii. Democracy as methods and modalities or as substance and

substantive outcomes (Bassiouni, 1998).
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1.2 Definition of Capitalism

“Capitalism is a system of the economic organisation featured by the

private ownership and the use for the private profit of man-made and

nature-made capital.”

“A free market” or capitalist economy may be characterised as an

automatic self-regulating system motivated by the self-interest of

individuals and regulated by competition (Economics Discussion.Net)

1.3 Types of State and Political Systems

There are at least THREE (3) types of state systems namely unitary

state, federal state and confederation system.

i. Unitary State has centralized power and authority. Its authority is

from top to bottom authority. The state system is usually in

culturally homogeneous countries. It is an impulse of uniformity.

Example: Singapore,
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ii. Federal State has national/ federal government and state

government. The authority flows both ways and neither is

subordinate to the other. Both federal and state governments

coordinate together. The power of Federal and state government

are rigidly specified in the Federal Constitution. Example:

Malaysia, Indonesia

iii. Confederation system is only adopted by Inter-Governmental

Organizations (IGOs). The authority flows from the bottom up. All

governments formed a group and give authority to an institution.

Therefore the authority flows bottom to top. No political power

directly to the central government. Inability to exercise power.

Example: Modern day confederation such as UN, EU, and ASEAN

(Moten & Islam, 2013)

In terms of political system, there are at least FOUR (4) types which

are democracy, authoritarian/dictatorship, communism, and absolute

monarchy.
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