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The rise of Islamic finance highlights the crucial role of Shariah auditors in ensuring 
ethical adherence in financial systems. Focusing on Malaysia, a key player in Islamic 
finance, this study aims to clarify Shariah audit awareness, competence, and career 
intentions among accounting students. By understanding factors influencing their 
aspirations, the research aims to cultivate capable future Shariah auditors for Islamic 
Financial Institutions. The study has four main goals: measuring awareness of 
Shariah audit functions, evaluating accounting graduates' knowledge in Shariah 
auditing, assessing students' interest in Shariah audits, and examining factors 
influencing accounting students' desire to become Shariah auditors. The study's 
findings are significant for educational institutions and professional bodies. The 
insights into Shariah audit awareness, competence, and career intentions could 
reshape education, leading to improved curricula for Islamic finance. Universities 
and professional bodies can use these insights to create programs that nurture 
skilled Shariah auditors, blending tradition and innovation in Islamic finance. In 
essence, this topic calls for action, urging academics, practitioners, and policymakers 
to discuss and shape a group of proficient professionals who can confidently 
navigate Shariah auditing. This effort aims to strengthen the foundations of Islamic 
Financial Institutions in Malaysia.
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ABSTRACT

EMPOWERING FUTURE PROFESSIONALS: UNVEILING SHARIAH AUDIT 
AWARENESS, COMPETENCY, AND CAREER INTENTIONS AMONG 

ACCOUNTING UNDERGRADUATES IN MALAYSIA



 
This study investigates the role of teaching entrepreneurship in English and the 
inclusivity of English as an oral communication in shaping students' entrepreneurial 
self-confidence is analysed. Recent higher learning institutions have implemented 
entrepreneurship courses that are conducted in English due to its importance as a 
language of global communication and commerce. Therefore, this study seeks to fill 
the gap in previous research about the effect of language on students' 
self-confidence. To achieve the objective, a survey was conducted among the 
students of an entrepreneurship course taught in English. A total of 133 usable 
responses were obtained and used to analyse the data. Data were analysed using 
SmartPLS 4 of Structural Equation Modelling to perform multivariate analysis. The 
results revealed that independent and mediating variables have a strong effect on 
students' entrepreneurial self-confidence. Moreover, it was established that 
including English oral communication further enhances the relationship between 
entrepreneurship courses in English and self-confidence. This research contributes 
to the existing literature by highlighting the importance of language in 
entrepreneurship education, particularly the use of English for strengthening social 
capital and networking. Thus, it is essential for entrepreneurship education courses 
to be designed reflectively in regard to several other factors which will pave the way 
for students to become successful entrepreneurs. 
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