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Nowadays, women entrepreneurs have been perceived as an important role for the 
development of country. The significant contributions of women entrepreneurs are 
one of the key strategies for achieving growth and ingenuity in the real economy. In 
the contemporary society, women are not necessities to restrain to the typical 
practice of life as many have ventured into the business world and have been proven 
to be successful. From point of views, it is observed that approximately 20 per cent of 
the entire estimated registered population of over 650,000 entrepreneurs consists of 
women. The comprehensive trend shows rising total numbers of women being 
participated in economic endeavors. One of the reason the contribution of women 
in the entrepreneurship, they need to earn extra income to support their families, 
taking cae their children and adjustable working hours enforced them to choose in 
entrepreneurship activities. Furthermore, this study will identify the barriers among 
women’s entrepreneurs in Malaysia and resolving them to explore various strategy 
of business programme opportunities. The problems encountered by female 
entrepreneurs were anticipated to arise from three distinct factors. There exist 
challenges pertaining to financial access, gender bias, and restricted networking 
opportunities. This exploratory study used the method qualitative and analyse the 
secondary data from various sources. The finding of this study is each of the 
obstacles faced by the women entrepreneur was supported pillar and government 
organization such as Ministry of Entrepreneurship and Cooperative Development, 
Tabung Ekonomi Kumpulan Usaha Niaga (TEKUN) and Amanah Ikhtiar Malaysia 
(AiM) to enhance the women entrepreneur’s performance in economics activities.

Keywords: small medium enterprise, women entrepreneurship, entrepreneurs, economics

Nurshuhaida Abdul Razak, Noorraha Abdul Razak, Siti Arnizan Mat Rifim
  nurshuhaida@uptm.edu.my, noorraha@uptm.edu.my, siti_arnizan@uptm.edu.my

University PolyTech Malaysia 
Kuala Lumpur Malaysia

 

 

 

  

 

ABSTRACT

BREAKING BARRIERS: AN EXPLORATION OF WOMEN’S ENTREPRENEUR IN 
MALAYSIA



 
This study investigates the role of teaching entrepreneurship in English and the 
inclusivity of English as an oral communication in shaping students' entrepreneurial 
self-confidence is analysed. Recent higher learning institutions have implemented 
entrepreneurship courses that are conducted in English due to its importance as a 
language of global communication and commerce. Therefore, this study seeks to fill 
the gap in previous research about the effect of language on students' 
self-confidence. To achieve the objective, a survey was conducted among the 
students of an entrepreneurship course taught in English. A total of 133 usable 
responses were obtained and used to analyse the data. Data were analysed using 
SmartPLS 4 of Structural Equation Modelling to perform multivariate analysis. The 
results revealed that independent and mediating variables have a strong effect on 
students' entrepreneurial self-confidence. Moreover, it was established that 
including English oral communication further enhances the relationship between 
entrepreneurship courses in English and self-confidence. This research contributes 
to the existing literature by highlighting the importance of language in 
entrepreneurship education, particularly the use of English for strengthening social 
capital and networking. Thus, it is essential for entrepreneurship education courses 
to be designed reflectively in regard to several other factors which will pave the way 
for students to become successful entrepreneurs. 
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